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About the work:

The Song-Spattered Sky was written in 2020 during the pandemic lockdown.
When the simplest outings seemed fraught, I found comfort in our garden, a safe 

outdoor space. In the absence of usual inputs from the outside world and left to my thoughts
for company, I found myself tending to my own experience in a way that resembled working
in the garden. Some activities, ideas, and habits needed to be pulled like weeds, and others

grew strong and tall with water, sunglight, and a bit of extra attention.

My friend Farnaz Fatemi's poetry captured the sense of that time for me.

Text:

Incantation

My patch of dirt
is like the belly of the buddha

which I’d rub, if I could. 
I weed it free of invasives.

Gloves keep the sting 
of the leaves off my fingers.

Nettle, bindweed, oxalis.
Cultivate soil to change the future. 

Here’s a seed to burst
from its hull and bring news. 
Or, if not news, a daydream, 

furtive, caught by chance
from the song-spattered sky. 

— Farnaz Fatemi

Notation:
Accidentals apply for the duration of one measure.
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