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Program Note:

The Way of Ideas was written for the Seattle Chamber Plagers. The title is
based upon a quote from Philip Pullman’s book, The Golden Comloass:

The idea hovered and shimmered a’c//cafelg, like a soap bubb/c, and shé
dared not even look at it dircct{g in case it burst. But she was familiacwith
the way of ideas, and she let it shimmer, /ooklhgaway, thlhklhg abodt

somcfh/hg else. ..

For me this immediatelg leaPt off the page as a reFreshinglg lear description of
how thoughts become realitg. The ideas we do not becomie overlg attached to, or
grasp at, are the ones that manifest in the world. | amfascifiated bg the notion
that wishes, ideas and questions must be held Iigh‘clg, that theg cannot be forced

in order for us to discover their answers.

In this comPosition I wanted to fold this concel:)t into a musical landscape that
evokes the evergdag machinations of $fie'human mind - an environment in which
chattering thoughts suc]clenlg ﬂg away or are Pu”ecl slowlg aPart, return again,
and change and devclop into new forms which travel along different Pathwags.
Musical textures cxPand and dontract, and the focus twists and turns to reveal
threads of intertwined rhgthms and gestures that encompass a continua”9

transncorming organism.
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