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Time Unfolding

Concerto for Alto Saxophone and Wind Ensemble

I. Abundance Ratio
II. Infrared
III. Metallicity

INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo

2 Flutes

Oboes

Bassoons

3 Clarinets in Bb

1 Bass Clarinet in Bb

2 Alto Saxophones
1 Tenor Saxophone
1 Baritone Saxophone

3 Trumpets in Bb
4 Horns in F

2 Tenor Trombones
1 Bass Trombone

1 Euphonium
1 Tuba

Double Bass
Piano

Timpani (4 drums)
5 Percussionists
1. Vibraphone, Snare Drum
2. Marimba, Bass Drum
3. Crotales, Toms (3 drums: low, medium, hagh), Wood Block, Snare Drum
4. Glockenspiel, Toms (shared w/ Perc. 3) Ride Cymbal, Splash Cymbal
5. Guiro, Xylophone, Suspended Cymbal{ Triangle, Hi-Hat

Note: Transitions between movenients should be about the length of one long, deep breath.

Duration: ca. 11:30

SCORE IS TRANSPOSED

Program note for Time Unfolding

Time Unfolding is inspired by the captivating images of galaxy and star formation from NASA’s James
Webb Telescope. The composition explores the profound implications of the nature of time, considering that
the"images, captured using infrared light, traveled billions of light years and provide glimpses into the early
stages of the universe.

Bach of the three movements is named for a method to capture information about the substance of stars and
galaxies. The exuberant, bubbling opening movement, “Abundance Ratio,” quantifies the amounts of
individual elements in stars. In the slower, ethereal middle movement, “Infrared,” I imagine the saxophone as
a laser beam illuminating its surroundings as it sweeps through its full sonic range. “Metallicity” tracks the
heavier metal elements in stars and nebulas; the final movement is a forceful, driving groove with racing
passages for the saxophone and an explosive finish.

This music is dedicated to my father, who transitioned to stardust during the composition of this work.

Published by Alexandra Gardner / A. Gardner Music

alexandragardner.net
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Gardner—Time Unfolding
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